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A Student’s Success and Some Good Advice by Rence Warren'

Summer break is always a bittersweet time for me as a teacher.
My students look forward to the time off from school and
their kung fu training. And | use the downtime to re-evaluate
how | can become a better teacher. Interestingly enough, |
was given some advice from one of my top senior students
and his mother this summer.

Martin Rueter started his traditional kung fu training with my
late husband Brad and me over 15 years ago while he was in
high school. He learned some hard lessons, stayed focused
and before we knew it, he graduated and went off to college
at Appalachian State University. It was there that he enrolled
into a different martial arts class and learned Capoeira. He
continued practicing his Hung Gar and would learn more as he
returned home to train with us and his fellow classmates. But
he fell in love with Capoeira and later moved to Philadelphia
where he later became a teacher in his own right.

Several years ago when my husband died, one of our newest
students drove by herself to Philadelphia to pick up her older
kung fu brother so that Martin could attend the memorial service. Brad’s death was hard on our students
but they all banned together for the following week just to be with me and give me support. Since my
husband and | taught as a team, | took a few years off from teaching. Later, | decided to return to teach
younger children.

(Renee Warren with Martin Rueter)

After | returned to teaching younger children, | would talk with Martin on the phone about his newfound
trials and tribulations of being a Capoeira teacher. | would laugh because of his confession to me of
gratitude for putting up with him as a student. While my husband was alive, Brad always told our students
that it was a teacher’s secret wish to see a student succeed in their studies in hopes of surpassing their
mentor and to continue passing down the knowledge to others.

We must have done something right because this young man called me last year and informed me that he
was chosen as a walk-on extra for a martial arts movie being filmed there in Philadelphia. Many hundreds
of martial artists answered the casting call and Martin made the cut after several auditions. He couldn’t
give me a whole lot of details due to the secrecy of the production but eventually he informed me he was
making his film debut as one of the Fire Nation Warriors in M. Night Shymalan’s movie ‘The Last Airbender.
| asked him how his auditions went and he replied that it was his traditional Hung Gar kung fu training that
caught the martial arts coordinators’ attention. He demonstrated his Yang Tai Chi but once they saw his
Hung Gar, they told him without a doubt he embodied the Fire Element.

’

[ %7+ ] Renee J& RACL iRAME BN ARIER T . Wl /2% 2E Martin Rueter H G — & iR, FFHEZ 44
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| received a few phone calls from my senior student during the filming process and loved hearing about h|s
new and wonderful experiences on the set,
meeting other martial artists. He also told
me that it was the most grueling process he
had ever been through and how they were
trained and drilled long hours each day. He
mentioned how hard it was to act with all
that wardrobe gear on as a Fire Nation bad
guy, how some scenes they would use
lightweight weapons and other scenes they
would have actual weapons that were very
heavy and dangerous. He appreciated all the
times we yelled at him to be mindful of his
surroundings and apparently it paid off for

him while filming with real weaponry. (Photo from ‘The Last Airbender’)

In the middle of July, Martin and his new

wife flew home to be with his family. And we

all went to the matinee to see his film debut.

A few other senior students joined us and we sat enthralled in front of the big screen. Some critics had
harsh words, many die-hard fans of the original cartoon were not very impressed with Shymalan’s film but |
absolutely loved every minute of it. Martin’s beautiful wife (who also is a Capoeira martial artist) was kind
enough to point out the different scenes where her husband was featured. All | can say is that | am so very
thankful there was no one sitting directly in front of me in the theater since | was a bit animated during
certain scenes. It’s hard to keep one’s feet still while there’s so much action taking place on the big screen.

I marveled at the fact that Shymalan crafted a movie based upon a child’s cartoon that featured a very
important theme...one of peace and the need for balance. It is not a message aimed at one particular
segment of people or age group. It is a message that people of all ages should take to heart.

As | drove home afterwards in a pounding thunderstorm, | thought about the advice that | got from Martin
and his mother just before leaving for my long drive home. In so many words, they told me to continue
teaching and passing down my knowledge.

My student’s film debut is a wonderful success story but what really makes me proud is the fact that he
took the lessons he learned from my husband and me and has developed into a fine young man and a
teacher in his own right. Just like one of the supporting actor’s scenes in the movie, the words ring true that
‘there are reasons each of us are born, we have to find those reasons.” Apparently one of my reasons is to
continue teaching others the traditional arts and how to find balance between being a warrior and a
scholar.
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